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New River Gorge National River

General Management Plan

Next Step in Preparing the Plan

1. ldentifying Issues to be Addressed Iin the
Plan (Scoping)

2. Creating a Vision for the Future of the Park
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NPS has Been Working on Issues and Visioning
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Now We’'d Like Your Thoughts about the Issues and
the Vision for the Future
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At our March 2006 Public Meetings we asked you:

“What are the issues that should be considered in the General
. Management Plan for the park?”

“What are your ideas for the future of the park?” o

powing slides summarize what you t
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What Happened at the March Public Meetings

What’s Going on With What’s Most Important at the
Park?

 theissues that you feel should be considered in the
GMP
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What's Going on with What's Most
Important? — the Issues
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The River and Its Resources — GMP Issues

Water Quality

pollutants entering the New
River and its tributaries
upstream of the park cause poor
water quality conditions in the
park

park visitors contribute
wastewater flows to the river
that exacerbate already existing
poor water quality conditions
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General Management Plan

The River and Its Resources — GMP Issues

Experiencing the River and Its
Resources

 many stories about the river and
its resources —if told —would
greatly enhance the visitor
experience

e poor access to and through the
park limits where visitors can go
and how they can experience the
river and its resources
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Experiencing the Park’s
Geologic Features

 many stories about the park’s
geologic features —if told —
would greatly enhance the visitor
experience

e poor access to and through the
park limits where visitors can go
and how they can experience
the park’s geologic features

General Management Plan
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The Park’s Forest — GMP Issues
Threats to Forest and Wildlife

« the park’s forest is threatened by
air pollution, exotic pests,
fragmentation, and non-native
species

» the park’s wildlife is threatened by
forest fragmentation, new
development, deer, and non-native
species

 some traditional subsistence
lifestyle uses threaten resources
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Outstanding Historic Places — GMP Issues

Threats to Outstanding Historic Places/
Visitor Experience and Access

 natural deterioration, vandalism, lack of
maintenance, weather, and/or lack of
occupancy threaten loss of many of the
park’s remaining cultural resources

e poor roads and trails restrict or prohibit
access to many cultural resources

 important stories about the region’s
cultural heritage are not being told and
are in danger of being lost
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Dramatic Views — GMP Issues

Threats to Scenic Character/Visitor
Experience and Access

« new development within the Gorge
and on the rim threatens the scenic
character of the park’s viewshed

« disagreement exists regarding the
vantage points from which the
viewshed should be defined

* many scenic viewpoints in the park
are currently not accessible

General Management Plan
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Exceptional Opportunities for Visitors — GMP Issues

Visitor Experience and Visitor Use s L

many park visitors would like enhanced
facilities and/or new day use areas for their
activities developed in the park

the small number of non-designated
primitive campsites does not provide
camping opportunities desired by many
visitors

facilities for different types of visitors are not
balanced
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Park Access — GMP Issues

Poor Access

 poor road access to and through the
park limits where visitors can go and
the experiences they can have

 the demand for parking exceeds
capacity at many visitor use sites

« few developed trails are available

e activerailroads are barriers to
accessing the river

General Management Plan




Issues and Concerns Summarized in Newsletter 1

Major lssues and Concerns Most Freguently
Expressed by the Public during General
Management Plan Public Invalvement Activities

Park Access {roads, parking, trails)

poarraad acess to.and fraugh fie

park immits where wstors can gaand the
experiances they can have
mack ane subject fo damage ;d are
eopen sve 10 masran

ez of Glade Creok Boad has efimineted
acces 10 8 majaristor ue area used by
marty Types af visitars

e demand far pasding eceeds capacity
a1 marny visitor use sites | particularly a1 river
Fraas ]

few deeloped trais are available for hiking,
fiking ard ndmg

active railroads ae barviers fo aceming the
ity

Visitor Facilities

mmary park wsitas wauld lice enhanced
faciifes andior rew day wse ares for e
activifes dewslaped in the park

faciites for diffesent tyoes of vistors ase not
falaryced

1o small number af nan-desgnated
peimifee camprites does not provice
camping appariun ities desred by many
Wi

men-desgrsted primifes camping can ead
10 resawrce degradation and wsitor conflics
carmfart statons ame natavalable in many
s e aneas

Fandicapped witars would e betlar acess
10 e pak

Visitor Experience, Visitor Use, Visitor
Orientation

mary stanes aboul fiepadk’s cultural and
ratunal resources - if fold = would greatly
ertanoe fie st rexpetenc s

wsitar craweding is acouming in some arem
of e pak

tadifonaluse n fie pak desred by some
and not athes = oppordunities for unting
eheahiene are dimirisfing

e e eadion acEeties may be
naprapiate n o natonad park

ATV use i & desined use by some but s nat
legalin the pric

vistars find it difficult %o find fhar wayta
and arcund the park

wiitaes frequently do not knce when they
ane in the park

Hatural Resources

peiluntants enviering the blew Biverand it
Fiturades upstearnafihe park case pooe
wwter quality conditiore in the park

vk visdors coribu be wastewaier flows
1 e dwer fiatexacerhate aleady existing
oo water quality condions

e pad’s forest s theeatened By air
paifution, exotic pests, Fagmenation, and
e e

e park s wildivle is theeatened by forest
Fagmestation, new dewslopment, dewr, and

man-rative predatam
= same taditional sisistence [Festyie uwes
Threaten redouroes

Cultural Resources

* matuwral deterioeation, vandalism, lackaf
manenance, weather, andfor lack of
accupeney threaten los afmany of fie
[park’s remmaininig cultural resouwroes

= managematplans ane needed farthe paics

cuftural resaurces
* poor acces resticls o prohbids aces
mmany cultural res aurces in the pack
imporiant stores abaut fie egon’s cafural
Fieritege are nat beirg takl and are in derger
of being o5t
archenlogcal resaunces in the park aee nat
dacurmerited

Soenic Resounces

* mew desslogment witin fiegarge and on
the rien $reeaters the soenic dhractes af the
ks viesrshed
disagreement exsts neganding fie definition
ol the park’s viewshed

* many enic vewnas n fie prkare
curnenitly nat accessitie

air paliugon, dust. fine, traffic, and wood -
[Buming threaten the park’s naturalvishiiy
mannstive plasts, mad and brdge
corstruction, and changes to the cultral
lackcape alva thrasten the park’s senic
chaacesr

Land Use

* the recerl dramatic increase in pragosed
resideriial develop men twithin and adjacent
10 the park has the patesitial 1o advesely
atectpek resaurces and visitr epedence
ather private imvestment inside fhe padk that
conld adversdy affect fiepask inciudes new
ges wil devedopment, ulity constucton,
anel gy

lacal land wse palices and regulations da mot
adequately protect pask resaurces fram the
g acts of new dewelopmen

active ralroadk cormlran Wstor socess o
the river

Park Boundary and Land Protection

& the park boundery does natpaotect
significart natural ard scenic resaurces Fom

1he poterttial adverse effects of adjacert bnd

el prm et and deelo prnan witiin the
ks viewrfied

the park boundary needed 1o pratect

P s e resou e wates depend

wpan how The park’s viewshed i defined
= ke wewshed can be defined from many
different varmtage points

corftirreed pivate aaneshio of nhadms
within the park has e potertial 10 expoee
ark resawrces and e vistor epaience 1o
acere eflecs

What are the most imponant /ssues
that should be considered in the
GMP?

sl e iftated group disc ssions - dudng
the sand raund of GAP public meetings
= tha pabfc mn seeved this guestan.

Wiater quality emerged as the srgle mast
mpadant Esue dentfisd by fiepubiic
This is the arly izsue that all nine discwsion
groups ranked a5 one aof the 1op three ssues
1o be cormidered in the GV

Thres ad difon isvues ranied amang Tie
fop thvee mest impadant kues dermified by
e deoesion groups

*  few develaped trails are saibble for
hiking, biking, and riding

*  new residential development adjs
cent 10 and within the park boundaries
conuld achersely affect park resouces
and the isiorexpederce

= e park boundary does not padtedt
sgnificantratural and somic rsowoes
frien the potenial effect of new deved
agFnent

The need for additional camging facilities
n f1e park = whie nat ranked amang fie
mastimpariant Bsues - was naled by many
meeting parfcipants & an additional smue o
be comdered.

[Park Operatians

[Ecanomic Development
.

Gateway Community Relations

Cean water b 56 fal o prviding sae velor
enpadant & and To sataining aguaatic habiais

2 Mewsietter for the Mew River Gorge Matonal Bwer Ganeral Managernent Flan and Muttalburg implemerttation Plan May 2008, Mewsetier 2

New River Gorge National River

General Management Plan

Major lssues and Concerns Most Frequently
Expressed (continued)

= pack mantenance is inferently difficult

and costhy due 10 the park’s S2e, i1s inear
wan figueation, and paor acoess

itering and dumping = & peablam inmany
weas ol fie padk

mare patna kb are reeded 10 better enfarce
ok reguiations

muitple emesgency respondeas have
mrsdiction in the pak making emergency
respxarese coardnation diffioult

= s eemen axish regarding quide
ficenzn g requirenents

dsagreemen exists regarding user fees nd
sy aions

special use permit equest are Fequenty
nmprogriae

econamic develapment gods can best be
abiewed Frough a comeratve efiartby
regn al econamic develaoment et
asnared wmon for fie ke af fie egan
and a plan for marketng fie egon =
reeded 1o accomaiish that wisan
= i pack shauld Berecogrized as an
mprtamtecono mic generar in the region
® st fram MRS s needed forecanamic
dewelopment projects
=ame pecgle have suggested that & “grest
odge” be dewsloped as a regional @imction
N o near 1he park

= ool commurity plasining and aed
deweloprment palicies directly and indrectly
gt gick a0 urces andd WSO e edences
e berwefits of the natonal park are not

e ey undesstand o aporedated

peagie aften da nod und estand 1hat MRGRE
i a national park and confee the NPS with
afier pubiic managemant agerkies
respec | for e park and appsopiate bnd
stemardsivg is not abaays evidert in e local
oommuredy

same feed that MPS has resticted $ier wie of
lard in Fie purk

Partne rships

= fie pack curently bas no “friends® group
o paal afwalumess 1o helb sumportis
operafons
* parinersiign with stale agencies - such
= Hasies M=t Sae Park - could help
accomoish mutual gasls
» £ park curently does not partner with
e biking and hiking community an Tai
Enilding within the park
wail connectons outide the park could
o betder accomplished by pertnerng with
ste anendes, trails arganiastions, pivale
lardoramirs, anvd adfacent caommurities

Culftaral resoarom and stovies of L mgions
cabtuml basitige 3 in dinger of baing bt

WA DD RO DA NP5 a0
ORI W] el I Pl DA 1 SRS
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